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“A Few Words”

By John Thurston before the Committal at Yew Tree Break  

  I hope you will indulge me for a moment but I want to say that which I know Adam would have wanted to say himself.

Thank you not only for being here today

not only  for sending cards and writing letters whilst I was ill

but for receiving my calls and giving me reassurance

for phoning me and keeping me in touch

for coming to see me when I couldn't travel

not only for comforting Mum and Dad, Piers and Emma.

But for treating my tumour, making my appointments, caring for me, visiting me

looking after me when I went out and had a turn

For the joy of my Godchildren,

 And for just being there, for the happy times, for the love you showed to me and to each other. Thank you

And today for coming and singing and to the readers and the bearers and especially to my ‘Little brother’ for that moving tribute!

Thank you very much.

And please promise me one thing when I have passed out of sight – that you will have a party and drink with me. (Pause)
Adam thrived on friendship. 

He scattered and nurtured seeds of friendship and they fell on fertile ground.  Friendship is a two-way process and without you his magnetism would have had nothing to attract. 

So on behalf of Mary, Piers and myself, I would like to thank all for being part of the rich tapestry of Adam's colourful life. 

Adam’s family was incredibly important to him, and he always gave us so much love, support and happiness. I am sure that Adam I would have wished me to particularly to thank Mary for the care and devotion she gave him, particularly during the past 2 years, but also throughout his life. And ‘ little brother’ Piers for being not only a devoted brother to Adam, but also his best friend; more recently to Emma for her positive energy and loving care.

And, for my part, before we finally say goodbye to Adam in this transitory life, I would thank him for being a model son. I know that others regard him as a son they never had.

Adam’s faith in God sustained him throughout his life and his illness, and he was a man at peace with himself.  It was this faith which imbued him with those greatest of qualities – humility and compassion. His only concern was for others, with his most frequent words being “I am sorry” or ‘Are you alright?’

If anyone is proof of the Ancient Tibetan saying: 'Everybody dies but no-one is dead', then it is Adam. 

Adam had a Christian faith and he will find the way to one of the many rooms in God's house, and I am sure that if we follow his example we in due course will arrive and Adam will be there, to welcome us with his usual style. 

So this is not goodbye - the light of your vitality, courage and compassion will remain with us forever more.

